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An AcT TO PROVIDE FOR COMPENSATING CERTAIN PUBLIC EMPLOYEES FOR 
INJURIES SUSTAINED IN THE COURSE OF THEIR EMPLOYMENT. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Section 1. The commonwealth shall and any county, city, town, or 
district having the power of taxation, may pay the compensation. provided 
by Part II of chapter seven hundred and fifty-one of the acts of the year 


nineteen hundred and eleven and acts in amendment thereof and in addi- . 


tion thereto to such laborers, workmen and mechanics employed by it as 
receive injuries arising out of and in the course of their employment, or, 
in case of death resulting from any such injury, may pay compensation as 
provided in sections six, seven and eight of said Part II, and in any amend- 
ments thereof, to the persons thereto entitled. 

Section 2. Procedure under this act and the jurisdiction, of the in- 
dustrial accident board shall be the same as under the provisions of said 
chapter seven hundred and fifty-one, and the commonwealth or a county, 
city, town or district which accepts the provisions of this act shall have the 
same rights in proceedings under said chapter as the association thereby 
created. The treasurer and receiver general, or the treasurer or officer hav- 
ing similar duties of a county, city, town or district which accepts the pro- 
visions of this act, shall pay any compensation awarded for injury to any 
person in its employment upon proper vouchers without any further au- 
thority. 

Sscrion 3. Counties, cities, towns, and districts having the power of 
taxation, may accept the provisions of this act by vote of a majority of those 
legal voters who vote on the question of its acceptance at an annual meet- 
ing or election as hereinafter provided. In towns and districts which have 
an annual meeting of the legal voters, this act shall be submitted for accept- 
ance to the voters of the town or district at the next annual meeting after 
its passage. In cities, and in towns which do not have annual meetings, 
this act shall be submitted to the voters at the next municipal election, 
and in counties and in districts which do not have an annual meeting, at 
the next state election after its passage. At every such election, and at 
every annual meeting where ballots are used, the following question shall 
be printed on the ballot: 

“Shall chapter of the acts of nineteen bundred and thirteen, 
being an act to provide for compensating laborers, workmen and mechanics 
for injuries sustained in public employment, and to exempt from legal 
liability counties and municipal corporations which pay such — [= >—— 
compensation, he accepted by the inhabitants of this uty, Pe 
city, town; water district, fire district, ete.) of een 

The vote shall be canvassed by the county commissioners, city council 
or commission, or selectmen, or, in the case of a district, by the district 
commissioners or other governing board of the district. A notice stating 
the result of the vote shall be posted in the county court house, or city 
or town hall, or, in the case of a district, in the public building where the 
employees of the district are paid. Except as provided in section four, a 
county, city, town or district which accepts the provisions of this act shall 
not be liable in any action for a personal injury sustained by a laborer, 
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workman or mechanic in the course of his employment by such county, 
eity, town or district, or for death resulting from such injury. 

Section 4. A laborer, workman or mechanic entering or remaining in 
the service of a county, city, town or district, who would, if injured, have 
a right of action against the county, city, town or district by existing law, 
may, if the county, city, town or district has accepted the provisions of 
this act, before he enters its service, or accepts them afterward, claim or 
waive his right of action as provided in section five of Part I of said chapter 
seven hundred and fifty-one, and shall be deemed to have waived such 
right of action unless he claims it. Section four of said Part I shall apply 
to actions by laborers, workmen or mechanics employed by a county, city, 
town or district which accepts the provisions of this act. 

Section 5. Any person entitled to receive from the commonwealth or 
from a county, city, town or district the compensation provided by Part 
II of said chapter seven hundred and fifty-one, who is also entitled to a 
pension by reason of the same injury, shall elect whether he will receive 
such compensation or such pension, and shall not receive both. In case a 
person entitled to such compensation from the commonwealth or from a 
county, city, town or district receives by special act a pension for the same 
injury, he shall forfeit all claim for compensation, and any compensation 
received by him or paid by the commonwealth or by the county, city, 
town or district which employs him for medical or hospital services ren- 
dered to him may be recovered back in an action at law. No further pay- 
ment'shall be awarded by vote or otherwise to any person who has claimed 
and received compensation under this act. 

Section 6. This act shall apply to all laborers, workmen and mechanics 
in the service of the commonwealth or of a county, city or town, or district 
having the power of taxation, under any employment or contract of hire, 
expressed or implied, oral or written, including those employed in work 
done in performance of governmental duties as “well as those employed in 
municipal enterprises conducted for gain or profit. For the purposes of 
this act all laborers, workmen and mechanics paid by the commonwealth, 
but serving under boards or commissions exercismg powers within defined 
districts, shall be deemed to be in the service of the commonwealth. 

Section 7. The provisions of chapter seven hundred and fifty-one 
of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven, and acts in amendment 
thereof and in addition thereto shall not apply to any persons other than 
laborers, workmen and mechanics employed by counties, cities, towns or 
districts having the power of taxation. : 

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 
June 16, 1913. 
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